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DEVOTIONAL 

(Sermon a t  the opening service of the Conclave of Theologians held a t  
Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota, August 19-23, 1963 .) 

Text: Matthew 5:13-16. 

Prayer: Lord Je sus ,  Thou has t  designated the Christian t o  be the sa l t  
of the earth and the light of the world. We beseech of Thee a Pente- 
cos ta l  outpouring of Thy Holy Spirit,  that f i l led with wisdom, courage 
and zea l ,  we may be just that ,  a l s o  in this assembly - s a l t  to  a corr- 
upt ear th ,  light t o  a darkened world, Amen. 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

It would be easy  for u s ,  meeting a s  we are under difficult inter- 
synodical circumstances,  t o  be filled with a certain feeling of help- 
l e s s n e s s ,  i f  indeed not despair .  We may now, or a t  other times dur- 
the week,  find ourselves s o  weary in spiri t  that  like Godf s people of 
a n  earlier day we hang our harps in  the willows, unable to  summon 
forth the strength and courage of faith t o  sing the Lord's songs or to  
d o  His work. 



Brethren, i f  th is  be the case, i t  is the dev i l ,  the world and our 
f lesh which have gotten the upperhand, Such thoughts are  not wrought 
by the Spirit ,  No, the Holy Spirit  dwelling in our hear ts  ca l l s  for se- 
joicing in  the t ask  which l i e s  ahead of us .  

Wherein sha l l  we reloice these days?  In t h i s ,  that  God "hath 
saved u s  and cal led u s  with an holy ca l l ing ,  not according to  our 
works ,  but  according t o  h i s  own purpose and grace ,  which w a s  given 
u s  in Christ  Jesus  before the world began,  " I1 Tim, l:9, If we are to 
be faithful stewards in  our present r ask  we must recapture in child-like 
faith the joy of our salvation in  Chr i s t ,  expressed in  the simple words 
of Luther: "Who h a s  redeemed me, a I s s t  and condemned creature ,  
purchased and won me from a l l  s i n s ,  from death and from the power of 
the dev i l ,  not  with gold or s i lve r ,  but  with His holy precious blood, 
and His innocent sufferings and dea th ,  in  order that  I might be His own, 
and l ive under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlast ing 
r ighteousness ,  innocence,  and b l e s sednes s ,  even as He is r isen from 
the dead ,  l ives  and reigns to a l l  e terni ty ,  this  is most certainly trueo " 

In  the  joy of our salvation we shal l  hear today the Savior's Great 
Commission with the  same f reshness  a s  though we were standing with 
Jesus  the day  i t  w a s  f irst  given: "Go ye into a l l  the world and preach 
the Gospel  t o  every creature,  " For i t  is this  commission which has  
brought u s  together in  Marrkato th is  week,  WE3 sha l l  g o  about this t a sk  
with joy, dedication and courage,  That the Holy Spirit may bestow upon 
u s  such  gifts  for our difficult ass ignment ,  l e t  us  consider our text  where 
the Savior s ays  to you and to me: 

The world laughs at what Jesus  s ays  in our t ex t ,  The world may not 
be  adverse  t o  receiving a l i t t le  s a l t  and l ight ,  but that  Christ ians should 
be  that  s a l t  and light is t o  them amusing,  i f  indeed,  not ridiculous, For 
the world a t  be s t  to lera tes  Gad" people,  regarding them a s  harmless ,  
innocent fools ,  and a t  worst  kills them, regarding them a s  a plague upon 
mankind. 

But for a l l  of tha t ,  the Savior ' s  statement stands:  "Ye are the s a l t  
of the earth.  . . y e  are the light of the world, " His words indicate clearly 
that  the ear th  is corrupt and needs salt ing;  that  the world is in darkness  
and needs enlightenment. T h a t  the  world does not recognize i t s  need only 
t es t i f i es  the more forcefully t o  its sbeed. Scripture gives  strong testimony 
on this  matter ,  declaring: "We are  a l l  a s  an  unclean thing. . . " (Is. 64: 6) 
"Woe is me! for I am undone; because  I am a man of unclean l i p s ,  and I 
dwell  in  the midst of a people of unclean l ips .  " (Is .  6:s) And concerning 
the spiri tual  darkness  of the world, we are told: "the darkness  shal l  
cover the ea r th ,  and gross  darkness  the people. " ( Is .  602 .) 



Again: "The natural man receiveth m t  the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they a re  foolishness unto him: neither c a n  h e  know them, because  
they are  spiri tually discerned.  " (I Cor, 2:14). 

Let u s  beware of limiting spiri tual  corruption and darkness  t o  that 
which is outside the visible church,  that  i s ,  t a  those we would c a l l  
heathen.  Spiritual corruption and darkness  , a s  evidenced by fa l se  
doctrine and ungodly l i fe ,  can  roll in  upon church bodies ,  congregations,  
and individuals,  ourselves included, The Savior 's  word t o  the Church 
a t  Laodicea shows the inroads which -the evi l  foe can  make upon people 
who bear  the name of Christ: "I know thy works,  that thou a r t  lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor ho t ,  I will spue thee out of my mouth, Because thou 
s a y e s t ,  I am r ich ,  and increased with goods ,  and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that  thou ar t  wretched,  and miserable,  and poor, and 
blind,  and naked,  " (~ev, 3:15-17), A l l  of which. leads  u s  t o  exclaim: 

" 0  God ! how sink dread works abound, 
Throughout the earth no r e s t  i s  found; 
And wide ha s  fa lsehood 's  spiri t  spread,  
And error boldly rears i t s  head.  " 

Therefore we must be ready t o  be a s a l t  and a light not only to  
those  who are without Chris t ,  but a l s o  t o  those  who bear H i s  name, y e s ,  
and t o  our own se lve s  a s  wel l ,  

What the  world then needs ,  and needs  most desperately in  i t s  
corruption and darkness ,  is s a l t  and l ight ,  We Christ ians a re  to  fill 
that  need.  The Savior says:  "Ye a re  the s a l t  .ofthe earxhl " "Ye are the 
light of the world. " 

What makes u s  s a l t  and l ight?  Not anything we pos se s s  of our- 
s e l v e s ,  but that  which has  been committed t o  u s ,  namely, the Everlast- 
ing Gospel!  I t  is the Gospel of Chr i s t ,  whose words are spi r i t  and l i f e ,  
which hal ts  spiri tual  decay and even makes whole aga in ,  which d i spe l s  
spiri tual  darkness  and reveals  Chris t  a s  the true and only Light, 

I t  i s  a s  the Christ ian faithfully proclaims the Gospel ,  in word and 
deed ,  tha t  he i s  the s a l t  of the earth and the light of the world. 

O h ,  that  we might g rasp  more fully the significance of the Gospel 
for the world,  and thus be driven t o  a greater  consecration in  our call ing.  
There is one thing which s tands  between the world in its spiri tual  
corruption and darkness  and the burning fires of he l l ,  and that  is the 
Christ ian holding forth the everlast ing Gospel.  



From our text we s e e  t h a t J e s u s  does  no tdwel l  on the good fortune 
of the world in  having Christ ians in  i t s  midst ,  nor does  he speak of the 
high honor of Christ ians in being designated the s a l t  and light of the 
world. No, our Savior i s  concerned about a far more in:portant matter, 
namely, that  we Christ ians should s a l t  and l ight ,  and hence He 
admonishes on th is  matter, 

He says :  "Ye are the s a l t  of the earth: but if the s a l t  have los t  his  
savour ,  wherewith sha l l  i t  be sal ted '? it is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but  t o  be c a s t  out ,  and t o  be trodden under foot of men. " 

Two things stand out,  

The one is this:  "ye are the s a l t  of the earth.  " Salt  must reach the 
object  t o  be sa l ted.  Since we are the s a l t  of the ea r th ,  this  demands of us  
that  we reach the world, mix w i ~ h  the world, rub shoulders with i t ,  y e s ,  
"be a friend t o  man. " This requires great  courage and bravery on the part 
of the Chris t ian ,  for i t  most certainly means that  he will  be jostled and 
shoved around, figuratively i f  not a l s o  literally. But i t  must be done i f  
we are to be the s a l t  of the ea r th ,  This running off like a monk into the 
monastery,  hiding our f ace s  from the r e s t  of mankind, failing t o  confront 
the world in i t s  corruption is a denia l  of the Savior's word in our text .  

The other thing which we must note is this: "Ye are the s a l t  of the 
ear th .  " A s  we l ive and move in the midst of a corrupt world, we are to 
be  s a l t ,  rea l  s a l t ,  We a re  not t o  l o se  our savour. "If the s a l t  have los t  
i t s  savour ,  wherewith sha l l  i t  be  s a l t e d ? "  Here i s  a warning against  
trying t o  accommodate our Christ ianity t o  the world. That will never do-, 
for s a l t ,  rea l  s a l t ,  s t ings and burns ,  and the Chris t ian too,  a s  h s  faith- 
fully appl ies  the Word of God to  the corruption of the world, will bring 
about a stinging and a burning, This does  not give the Christ ian l icense  
t o  be obnoxious and offensive ,  but rather points out a bas ic  truth that  
there is no e a s y ,  painless  way t o  apply the Word of God to  the world, 
and if  a Christ ian tr ies t o  d o  s o  through a compromise of doctrine or l i f e ,  
he has  l o s t  h i s  savour. If we would quit  worryi ng about what the world 
thinks of u s ,  or what i t  might d o  t o  u s ,  and rather be more concerned 
with the duty which Chris t  ha s  given us toward the world, to be i t s  s a l t ,  
i t  would g o  far  better  both for the world and for u s .  

And note well  what the Savior s a y s  about the s a l t  that  has  l o s t  i t s  
savour.  "It is henceforth good for nothing,  but t o  be  c a s t  out ,  and to be 
trodden under foot of men, " Here we recal l  the Savior's la ter  word con- 
cerning f a l s e  prophets: "And then will  I profess unto then?, I never knew 
you: Depart from me, ye that  work iniquity. " (Matt ,  7523) 

Jesus  goes  on to  say:  "Ye are the light of the world. A c i ty  that  
is s e t  on a hil l  cannot be  hid ,  Neither do men light a candle and put i t  



under a bushel  but on a candlest ick;  and i t  giveth light unto a l l  that  are in 
the house.  Let your light s o  shine before men , .  . " 

Much of what ha s  been sa id  previously regarding the  Christ ian being 
the s a l t  of the earth no doubt could a l s o  be applied t o  the Christ ian being 
the light of the world. 

But th is  picture of the Christian getting the light of the Gospel up 
high where everyone can  s e e  i t ,  where i t s  beams c a n  spread everywhere, 
deserves  an  additional coament  or two, The Christian who withdraws froir~ 
the world is of course hiding h i s  light under the bushel .  Of that  there can  be 
no doubt. But what about the Christ ian who confronts the world on every 
corner,  but  is careful  of making a ful l ,  forthright confession of fa i th ,  pre- 
ferring rather to  hold back part of the truth,  and dwell only on those  things on 
which there is agreentent? Who of us h a s  not done this again and aga in ,  
remaining s i l en t  when he should have spoken ,  and that  more fully? What 
e l s e  i s  i t  but hiding our light under the bushe l ?  Jesus  t e l l s  us: Get that  
light up there where i t  is visible to  a l l !  Let people know what you believe.  
Share the precious Gospel with them in  a l l  of i t s  fullness and beauty! 

We ought t o  take the time t o  recall  briefly a few of the n ~ a n y  Christ ians 
who s tand out before us a s  trae examples of s a l t  and light. 

There is Peter - there wasn ' t  much s a l t  or light in him the night he 
denied the  Lord. But s e e  him after Pentecost ,  Hear h i s  faithful preaching 
to  the Jews on that  day: "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel  
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken ,  and by wicked hands have cruci- 
fied and s la in .  " And when they cried out: "Men and Brethren, what sha l l  we 
do? " he replied: "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus  Christ  for the remission of s i n s ,  and ye  sha l l  receive the gift  of the 
Holy Ghost .  For the prorriise is unto you,  and to  your  children,  and t o  a l l  
that  are afar  off ,  even  a s  many as the Lord our God shal l  ca l l .  " That i s  
being the s a l t  of the  earth and the light of the world! 

Consider Paul. He says :  "Of the  Jews five t i n e s  received I forty 
str ipes save  one. Thrice was I beaten with rods ,  once was I s toned ,  thrice 
I suffered shipwreck,  a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeyings 
often,  in perils of wate rs ,  in perils of robbers,  in perils by mine own country- 
n-ian , in  perils by the heathen,  in  perils in  the c i t y ,  in  perils in  the wilderness , 
in  perils in the s e a ,  in  perils among fa l se  brethren. . . " (TI Cor. 11:24-26). 
These things didn ' t  come upon Paul because  he  was  a "hail-well-met" sort  of 
nian, but because  he  was  the s a l t  of the earth and the light of the world. 

Then there is Luther. He wasn ' t  outlawed by the s t a t e  and damned by 
the church without c ause .  He received such  favors because  he was  truly 
sa l t  and l ight  t o  a corrupt and darkened church. 



And we would be ungrateful indeed i f  we did not a l s o  recall  the pious 
example of our forefathers in  the  Synodical Conference in  what we would 
now term "the good old days .  " What distinguished the Synodical Conference 
froni other similar  church organizations? I t  was  that  f r ee ,  fu l l ,  forthright 
confess ion of the truth in word and deed ,  Opportunities for compromise in  
doctrine and life were not lacking in those days ,  but they were more concerned 
with following the Savior 's  word of our text: "Ye are the s a l t  of the ear th ,  
ye  are the light of the world, " than with gaining the favor of men. 

Shall not the Saviour's word and the pious example of these  men from 
the tirne of the ear ly  Christ ian Church spur us on in  our meeting this  week 
t o  throw a l l  caution t o  the winds that  i s  prompted by the dev i l ,  the world, 
and our f l e sh ,  and fear less ly  t o  proclaim the truth t o  the  world? 

An important quest ion,  however,  remains t o  be answered,  and that  is 
this:  What sha l l  be our motive in a l l  our test ifying,  and espec ia l ly  in the 
work of these  d a y s ?  Not self  g lory,  not self-vindication, not synodical  
vindication,  but Gods s glory and the salvation of sou ls .  

"Let your l ight  s o  sh ine  before men that  they may see your good works,  " 
s a y s  Jesus .  But that  i s  a s  far a s  you and I g o ,  then we fade out of the 
picture. And what is le f t?  Jus t  th is :  That they may "glorify your Father 
which is in  heaven.  " The motive,  the purpose behind i t  a l l  must be th is  
that  o thers ,  many others ,  may join us  on the Last Day a t  the throne t o  
hear  the angels  sing: "Worthy is the Lamb that  was  s la in . .  " and t o  join 
in  declaring: "Bles sing and honour, and glory,  and power, be unto him 
that  s i t t e th  upon the throne,  and unto the Lamb for ever  and ever.  " (Rev. 5) 

Let u s  during th is  week-long meeting take heed t o  be  what Jesus  has  
designated u s  to  be  -- the s a l t  of the earth and the light of the  world, doing 
i t  with only one n,otive in  hear t  and mind, that  others a l s o  may glorify our 
Father which is in heaven,  and then God will HAVE TO b l e s s  our conclave.  
Amen. 

T. A, Aaberg, President 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

THE IMPORTANCE OF JOSEPHUS I N  BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Josephus is important in  Biblical s tudies  because  he  is one of the few 
writers of the period from the First  Century B. C .  to  the end of the First  
Century A. D.  Even though there is much doubt about the accuracy of h is  



historical  works,  he  s t i l l  remains the most authentic,  

One reason why Josephus i s  important is because of h i s  testimony 
concerning the Books of the Old Testament, In a long passage in h i s  book 
"Contra Apion" he proceeds to  point out the  early origin and records of the 
Jewish na t  ion aga ins t  the objections drawn froni the s i lence of the  Greeks,  
With th is  object  Josephus points out the la te  introduction of writing t o  the 
western nat ions ,  and the absence of early authentic registers of public 
events among them, In ski l l  of composition, the East ,  he s a y s ,  y ie lds  to  
Greece,  but  not in the accurate history of antiquity,  and s t i l l  l e s s  in  the 
specia l  history of different nations. 

The following quotation frorr, Josephus is of great  importance: "I 
shal l  endeavour t o  show briefly that: our forefathers exhibited the same care  
care  a s  the nations already mentioned in  the record of even t s ,  for I do not 
s top t o  maintain that  i t  was  even greater  a s  they enjoined this  duty on the 
high pr ies ts  and prophets,  and further, I shal l  show how this  custon; ha s  
been preserved up t o  our time with greatexacctnes s , and t o  venture on a 
bold asse r t ion ,  how i t  will. s t i l l  be  preserved. For not only did we commit 
this  charge in the f i rs t  ins tance t o  the be s t  men and those who were 
devoted t o  the service  of God, but we a l s o  took care  to  preserve the  
priestly race  constantly pure and unmixed. . . . . even  in Egypt and Babylon, 
and in any other place in  the whole world, where any of the priestly race 
are scat tered. .  . . .Our accuracy in  this  respec t  is most csnclusively  proved 
by the fac t  that  the  descen t  of our pr ies ts  is preserved in  our records 
name from father t o  son  two thousand years  back . . . . Naturally, therefore,  
-_I__---- 

or rather necessar i ly  (this accuracy is found in our Archives) inasmuch a s  
the making the record did not res t  upon the simple will  of any ,  and there is 
no discrepancy & the fac t s  recorded, but the prophets only (composed our - 
annals) who narrate the most remote and ancient  events  - the inspiration 
of God, and compiled exact ly  the history of the occurrences of their own time. " -- 

This pas sage  is important because  i t  t e s t i f i es  t o  the following: 

a)  the fac t  that  records were carefully written down 2000 years 
before Josephus , thus showing the ancient  origin of their  writ ings,  

b) Josephus believed that  the prophets were inspired by God and 
that  when they recorded the events  of their  nationis history they 
did s o  accurately and without discrepancy.  

We continue the quotation as i t  now dea l s  with the Canon of the Old Testanlent: 
"For we have not t ens  of thousands of books discordant and conflict ing,  but 
only twenty-two, containing the record of a l l  t ime,  which have been justly 
believed to  be Divine. And of these  five are the books of Moses ,  which embrace 



the laws and the tradition of the creation of man reaching up t o  h i s  (Moses') 
death .  This period i s  l i t t le  short of three thousand years .  Next,  the pro- 
phets who succeeded ,  compiled the history of the period from Moses to  the 

, King of Persia,  in  thirteen 
books , (relating severally) what w a s  done in their t imes . The remaining 
four books embrace hymns to  God, and practical directions f or men. From 
the time of Artaxerxes to  our own time each  event has  been recorded; but 

tinued. But what fai th we have placed in our own writings is s e e n  by our 
conduct; for though s o  long a time h a s  now passed ,  no one ha s  dared 
e i ther  
anything. But a l l  Jews a re  instinctively- led from the moment of their  birth 
t o  regard them a s  decrees  of God,  and t o  abide by them, and ,  i f  need b e ,  
gladly t o  d ie  for them, So ere now many of our captive countrymen have 
been often s e e n  t o  endure tortures and a l l  kinds of deaths  in  thea t res ,  that 
they might utter  no word aga ins t  the laws and the records which are united 
with t he se .  And what Greek would endure such a t e s t  in a like c a s e ?  
Nay,  ra ther ,  no Greek will  endure even  an  ordinary l o s s  t o  save  the whole 
literature of h i s  nation from dest ruct ioc ,  " 

Even making al lowances for the rhetorical character  of the passage 
and the evident des i re  of Josephus t o  adapt his  statements to the feelings 
of heathen readers ,  several  important conclusions may be drawn from it .  

1) The Sacred Writings were dis t inct ly  limited in number; and 
this  number (it appears) was  admitted by universal  consent .  

2) The reign of Artaxerxes (c .  450 B. C , )  was  regarded a s  the 
extreme limit of the Divine history (i, e ,  according t o  Josephus,  
the Book of Esther). 

3) The Books were esteemed Divine,  and th is  without any d i s -  
t inction between the three c l a s s e s  into which they were divided 
(Law, Prophets, Psalms,  o r ,  t o  u se  the technical  term, 
Hagiographa) , 

An important fac t  t o  note here is how Josephus arranges the Books 
and how many h e  includes in  those  recognized a s  Divine. Some doubt 
has  ar isen as t o  the way in which he reckoned up h i s  thirteen books of 
the prophets,  and four books of the Hagiographa, The usual  enumeration 
gives  eight  books of the prophets (Joshua,  Judges ,  and Ruth; 1 2  Samuel, 
1 ,2  Kings, I s a i a h ,  Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Lamentations, and 12 minor 
Prophets) , and reckons the remaining nine a s  Hagiographa. Sometimes 
Ruth and Lamentations are  reckoned separate ly ,  and added t o  the Hagio- 
grapha,  in  which c a s e  the total  number of books is 24 instead of 2 2 .  



Josephus follows a different arrangement: and i f  we observe the  
peculiar definitions which he  gives  of the two c l a s s e s ,  i t  will appear that  
he  necessar i ly  includes a l l  the historical  books among the writings of the 
prophets , s o  that  the book of Chronicles , Ezra,  Nehemiah and Esther,  a s  
well  a s  Daniel and Job ,  are included in  the second c l a s s ;  while Psalms,  
Cant ic les ,  Proverbs and Eccles ias tes  alone sa t i s fy  the description which 
he gives  of the third c l a s s ,  

Thus the l i s t  of books of the Old Testanlent given by Josephus 
exact ly  coincides  with our own; and there is nathing in his  language t o  
countenance the suspic ion that  he is expressing the opinion of one s e c t  
or country. 

The casua l  quotations in  fosephus give the same result .  With 
exception of Proverbs, Eccles ias tes  and Cant ic les ,  which furnished not 
materials for h i s  h is tory ,  and Job,  which even  i f  h is tor ical ,  l ay  without 
h i s  s c o p e ,  he quotes a l l  the remaining books included in  his  l i s t ,  e i ther  
a s  divinely inspired or a s  authoritative sources  of truth. On the other 
hand,  while he uses  the f i rs t  book of Maccabees  as the ba se s  of h i s  
history of the period of which i t  t r e a t s ,  he definitely excludes i t  fronL 
the l i s t  of sacred books by the chronological limit within which he conf ines  
them. With the remaining books of the Apocrypha he shows no acquaintance;  
though Judith and 2 Maccabees must have been noticed by him, if h e  had 
known them and held them t o  be trustworthy. *Wes tco t t ,  The Bible in the 
Church, p. 25 f f .  

JOSEPHUS STATEMENT REGARDING CHRIST 

In the Christ ian Church from the ea r l i e s t  tirries, due to a disputed 
passage in  the Antiquities (XVIII. iii. 3) , concerning the act ions  and 
character  of Jesus  the Nazarene,  the works of Josephus have acquired a n  
imn~ense popularity. Repudiated by the J ews ,  he  was  adopted by t he  
Christ ians a s  one of therrlselves , 

The disputed passage  runs a s  follows: "About t h i s  time lived J e s u s ,  
a wise  man, if  indeed he should be cal led a man, For he  was a doer of 
wonderful works,  a teacher  of such  men a s  receive the truth with pleasure;  
and he won over to himself many Jews and many a l s o  of the Greek nation. 
He was the Christ .  And when Pilate,  at the ins tance of the principal men 
among u s ,  had sentenced hini t o  the c r o s s ,  ye t  did not those who had loved 
him a t  the  f i rs t  c e a s e  ( to d o  so) ;  for he  appeared t o  them alive again on the 
third d a y ,  a s  the divine prophets had declared -- these  and t e n  thousand 
other wonderful things -- concerning hinl. And even now the race of 
Chris t ians ,  s o  named after  him, i s  no t ex t i nc t  '" 



The genuineness  of th is  passage  was  not questioned for 1200 years 
from the time Eusebius quoted (260-340 a .  d . )  i t  until the sixteenth century. 
And in f a c t ,  such  a testimony coming from a Jew was extremely welconied 
and treasured by the early Fathers.  Indeed,  i t  contributed not a l i t t le  to 
exa l t  the reputation of Josephus in the Christ ian Church. 

In  the sixteenth century scholars  began to  doubt that  Josephus was 
the author of the pa s sage ,  particularly of the words,  "He was  the Christ.  " 
This controversy was carried on for three hundred years.  In the seventeenth 
century the  popularity of Josephus was  yet  s o  high a s  t o  induce Rembrandt 
t o  name one of h i s  Jewish portraits after  h i m  In the eighteenth century,  
rrlos t homes in England s t i l l  possessed  two books,  a Bible and a Josephus . 
However, in the  nineteenth and twentieth centuries many schola rs ,  both 
Jews and Chris t ians  have rejected him. The Jewish people have not had 
much love for him s ince  his  e scapades  a s  a leader of the army and s ince  h i s  
friendship with the Romans. 

The words ,  "He was  the Chr i s t " ,  may have been inserted by another 
author, perhaps Eusebius himself. But the res t  of the passage could very 
well  come from the hand of Josephus.  I t  is difficult to  prove conclusively 
e i ther  way. "Magnus,  Jews in  the Christ ian Era, p. 14 f f .  

OUTLINE OF THE WORKS OF J'OSEPHUS 

I. "The Wars of the Jews " , in  seven  books 

1. The f i rs t  book begins with the time of Antiochus Epiphanes , 
175-164 B. C.  and reaches  down to the death of Herod the 
Great  in the year  4 B. C.  

2 .  The second continues the  history down to the outbreak of the 
Jewish war aga ins t  the Romans in 66 A. D. and g ives  a n  account 
of the f i rs t  year of the  war ,  66-67 A.D,  

3. The third t reats  of the f i rs t  Roman a s  saul t  in Gali lee in  67 , 
where Josephus commanded the Jewish forces.  

4 .  The fourth t rea t s  of the continued course of the war down to  
the complete isolat ion of Jerusalem. 

5. The fifth descr ibes  the se ige  of Jerusalem. 

6.  The s ix th  a l s o  descr ibes  the se ige  of Jerusalem, 

7 .  The seventh re la tes  the even ts  that  followed the war down to  
the revolt and end of the fugitive rebels in  Alexandria and 
Cyrene in  the year  73 A.D, 



In the Preface to  the "Wars of the Jews" we are informed that  i t  was  orig- 
inally written in the Semitic d ia lec t ,  that  i s ,  in Aramaic or Hebrew, "for 
the Jews who lived among the Upper Barbarians, " that  i s ,  in  Babylonia, 
Arabia, Parthis and beyond the Euphrates, a s  a message of warning of the 
hope lessness  of further revolt agains t  the invincible power of Rome, and 
t o  a l l ay  the after-war thirst  for revenge,  which found vent thirty years  la ter  
in  the furious outbreak under Trajan and which was  f inally suppressed with 
barbarous cruelty by Hadrian in the year  117 A,  D. 

11. "The Antiquities of the Jews I '  in  twenty books 

1, The f i rs t  ten  books -- these  repeat  the facts  narrated in the 
Old Testament from creation to  the end of the babylonian 
captivity. 

2 .  The next ten  contain history from Cyrus down to  the 
revolt agains t  Rome in the year  66 A. D ,  

For the f i rs t  ten books , a s  far a s  Nehemiah, Jasephus had no other authority 
a t  h i s  d i sposa l  than the O.T.  , especia l ly  the LXX translat ion.  Frequently, 
however, he omits or modifies points ,  e i ther  not t o  give offense , or in 
order to  render h i s  history more palatable to  the t a s t e s  s f  h i s  heathen audience;  
a t  times he  a l s o  supplements with such  rabbinical traditions a s  were current 
in h i s  time. 

This great  work was  designed to  magnify the  antiquity and glorious pas t  
of the Jewish people in the e y e s  of the cultured Greeks and Romans, and a l s o  
t o  refute the degrading and malicious accounts ,  written by a number of pagan 
authors ,  of the Jewish origin and religious system,  J o s e p h u s b b j e c t  for th is  
work, a s  described by himself ,  was  "to reconcile other people t o  us;  to  
remove the cause  of that  ill-will which unthinking men bear u s .  . . and t o  
inform then1 that  they ought not t o  consider differences of certain inst i tu-  
t ions  a s  sufficient c ause  of hat red,  but join with us in the pursuit of virtue 
and probity, for th is  belongs t o  a l l  men in common, and i s  in itself alone 
sufficient for the preservation of life and happiness*  ' I  

The Antiquities was  completed and dedicated t o  his  learned friend Epa- 
phroditus, in the thirteenth year  of Domitian's re ign,  or 93  A. D. when Joseph 
was  in the fifty-sixth year of h i s  age.  

111. The "Life of Josephus " in seventy-six sec t ions  

This work is almost  exclusively a defense  of h i s  own conduct a s  
Governor of Gal i l ee ,  during the winter of 66-67 A. D,  , preparatory t o  the 



arrival of the Roman Army. It was  cal led forth by the publication of a 
history written by a learned Gali lean revolutionist Jus tus  of Tiberias,  which 
represented Josephus a s  the ac tua l  organizer of the Jewish revolt agains t  
Rome, a charge extremely inconvenient t o  him, who by that  time had attained 
a position of eminence in  I taly.  I t  w a s ,  therefore, never intended a s  a com- 
plete autobiography, the f i rs t  s i x  and the l a s t  two sect ions  alone being of a 
biographical nature. 

IV, "Josephus againstApionW i n  two books 

This is Josephus'  great  Apologia for Judaism. I t  is not directed sole ly  
aga ins t  Apion, a s  the  name might imply, but  rather generally against  the 
venomous a t t acks  and prejudices from which the Jews of those days  suffered. 

One of the writers who held up the Jewish people for scorn and crit- 
icism was named Manetho, a n  Egyptian priest  during the time of Ptolerny I1 
Philadelphus (308 - 347 Be C .) . Manetho's  works were later  repeated,  aug- 
mented and embellished by other wri ters ,  reaching the climax of virulence 
with the s tor ies  of the most malignant and most scurrilous of a l l ,  -- Apion, 
who in the year  40 A. D. headed the anti-Semitic deputation of Alexandria 
before Cal igula ,  when Philo appeared in  the defense  of the Jews.  

Apion was  a most virulent enemy of the Jews.  He invented the accus-  
at ion of ritual murder which had f i rs t  been used in  Egypt aga ins t  the J ews ,  
then transferred from Jews t o  Christ ians and la ter  again employed by Christ ians 
aga ins t  the Jews.  As quoted by Josephus ,  th is  author s a y s ,  "a t  a fixed time 
every year  the Jews ca tch  a Greek foreigner, fat ten him up,  lead him to  a wood 
where they kil l  him; sacr i f ice  h i s  body with their accustomed solemnit ies ,  
t a s t e  h i s  f l e s h ,  and take a n  oath upon the sacrif ied victim that  they would 
forever remain a t  enmity with the  Greeks.  The remains of the Greek are then 
thown into a pi t .  " (I1 Apion, 8 ,  loosely  quoted) 

Apion had a low reputation amongst others in  h i s  own day a l so .  Jose- 
phus descr ibes  him a s  a "Man of low character  and a swindler to  the end of 
h i s  days .  " 

The two other philosophers with whom Josephus dea l s  are Posidonius 
and Appollonius Molon. Posidonius'  great  grievance against  the Jews is their 
"not worshipping the  same gods  a s  others do.  " Apollonius Molon charges  
them with a the i sm,  misanthropy and fanaticism , and upbraids them for having 
contributed nothing t o  general  culture and for having no fellowship with 
persons who have different ideas  then their  own about God. 

Another purpose of th is  book was  t o  es tabl ish  the fact  that  the Jewish 
people were of extremely ancient  origin and deserved a place in history. 



Owing to  their non-conformity and general separatism the Jews appeared a s  
enemies of public regulations and inst i tut ions.  And, while such peculiari t ies 
a s  the practice of circumcision,  abstinence from pork, the lighting of c and l e s ,  
observance of the Sabbath ar?d the refusal t o  intermarry gave occasion rather 
for derision and reproach, their  contempt for the national gods w a s  assa i led  
most bitterly. To refute these  charges Tosephus begins h i s  actual  Apologia, 
which forms the noblest  part of the whole work, 

Dedicating th is  work t o  Epaphroditus , "And to a l l  who, l ike him, may 
desi re  to know the truth about our nat ion,  " Jcxephus ends  h i s  noble Defense 
of Judaism, 
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REFORMATION SERMON BY DR. C .  F .  W. WALTHER 

(The following is the main content of a sermon delivered in 1849 and trans- 
l a t  ed from "Licht d e s  Lebens , " p, 674 f f  .) 

The Church is a divine institution which always has  existed and 
never will per ish ,  nor can  i t  perish. Right after the fall God cal led unto 
Himself a people who returned t o  Him and possessed His grace,  served 
Him aga in ,  and whom He led to  glory. That i s  the Church which h a s  been 
a t  a l l  times and will be t o  the end of d a y s ,  yea ,  when there shal l  be no 
more visible heaven and ear th ,  shal l  stand unshaken, and even then shal l  
shine in i t s  g rea tes t  glory, 

That the Church sha l l  never perish is a truth for which we have a 
three-fold guarantee: 1. The promises given to  i t ;  2 .  the foundation on 
which i t  s tands;  and 3.  the Head that  h a s  been given unto i t .  

1. The promises: In  the O .T . ,  Ps. 46 ,  2-5. In the New Testament, 
the word of Jesus  to  Peter: "Thou art  Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My Church, and the ga tes  of hell shal l  not prevail against  i t .  " 
(Matt. 16, 18) 

2. The foundation: I t  is built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus  Christ  Himself being the chief Corners tone. (Eph. 
2 ,20) The Word is eternal .  As impos sible a s  it is for God's Word to  
per ish ,  s o  impossible i t  is for the Church that is built on i t  t o  perish. 

3. The Head: The Head of the Church is not a he lp less ,  weak man, 
nor an  angel nor archangel,  but the  almighty God-man, Jesus  Chris t ,  who 
s a y s ,  "I and My Father are one " (John 10, 30) ; "He that  hath s een  Me hath 
s e e n  the  Father" (John 14,9);  "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 
ear th"  (Matt. 28,  18). Even a s  i t  is impossible to  dethrone Him whose 
throne is above a l l  heavens ,  s o  impossible i t  is a l s o  t o  overthrow that  
Kingdom which He rules with e ternal  wisdom and protects with His divine 
omnipotence -- His Church. 

When we know that  Chris t ' s  Church cannot perish,  then we know a l s o  
that  our Evangelical Lutheran Church cannot perish,  because i t  is not a 
s e c t ,  built on human thoughts that  err. We do not join ourselves unto a 
party in the church,  but to  none other than the universal Christian Church, 
es tabl ished by Christ  on the b a s i s  of His Word. Not w e ,  but our oppon- 
en t s  have cal led us  Lutherans; we wish t o  be nought e l s e  than orthodox 
Christ ians.  The name "Lutheran" may be destroyed out of the mouth and 
memory of men; her  human ordinances and usages ,  no matter how glor ious ,  
may cease ;  in shor t ,  everything that  is human in her may perish. But she  



hersel f ,  the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  the real  s ense  of the Word, 
cannot perish. No matter what name or usages  the church may have in  
the future,  she  cannot have any other confess ion than that  which God has  
given t o  our Lutheran Zion, and that ha s  been deposited in  her Confessions.  
For that  is the o ld ,  immutable Chris t ian P aith , the  inlperishable Word of the 
eternal  God, 

But, many may s a y ,  why these  great  notions concerning our church 
just now when she appears t o  l i e  s o  low,  in rubbish and a s h e s ,  and her 
f r iends ,  weeping, walk through her  ruins ? Because we today remember her 
Reformation; for the Reformation is not only the fes t ival  of remembrance of 
former times and the once great  deeds  of God, but a l so  the fest ival  of our 
hope for the Church of the  present and future. Of th i s  l e t  me speak t o  you. 

Text: Psalm 7 7 ,  5-20,  

In  this  text  David t e l l s  u s  how he comforted himself when it appeared 
a s  though God had rejected His Zion, a s  though He would no longer show 
any g race ,  a s  though the promises were a t  an  end.  What was  i t  that  f i l led 
him with hope? Vv. 10b-11. And, in the following he speaks  of how God 
had gloriously helped the fathers and led them through the Red Sea while 
the enemy had perished therein. In these  examples we s e e  how God can  
help  the Church a l s o  of our day ,  Let me therefore present t o  you: 

OUR RETROSPECT UPON THE WORK OF THE LUTHERAN REFORMATION 
IS A LOOK WHEREBY WE GAIN HOPE FOR THE CHURCH OF THE PRESENT AND 
OF THE FUTURE. 

Let me show you: 

I. How th i s  retrospect  enlivens our hope for the church now, and 
11. What we must do  in  order that  we may be God" instruments in fulfilling 

th i s  hope. 

I ,  

If we did not have the more than 5 , 0 0 0  years  of church history to  
look a t  with i t s  changing s cenes  of set-back and resuscitat ion for the 
church we might be tempted t o  despa i r  like Elijah did who fled into the 
wilderness and despaired of the Church. For, h a s  the Church ever shown 
such a n  appearance of devasta t ion a s  i t  does  now? 

Two-thirds of the people of the world are in  heathenish darkness .  

In  the midst of Christ ianity,  a t  many p laces  the light of the Gospel 
ha s  been extinguished and the night of heathenism has  returned. And the 



saddes t  of a l l  is the f ac t  that  many baptized Christ ians count th is  night of 
heathenish unbelief and rrlisbelief a s  l ight ,  and desp ise  the Gospel a s  
though i t  were a lie and dece i t  and an  antiquated teaching of the dark ages .  

The church is divided into many parties and s e c t s  that  spread them- 
se lves  ever farther and farther, 

There is the papacy: while i t  l o se s  a t  some p l ace s ,  i t  gains  a t  
o thers ,  and espec ia l ly  here in  our coumtry i t  threatens t o  engulf a l l ,  

On the other hand ,  there s tands  the large Greek Church, petrified a s  
i t  were. And a l s o  there are the so-called Protestant s e c t s ,  many of whose 
members burn with party zea l .  In par t ,  they are a l s o  richly furnished 
with monetary resources ,  supported by the e l i te  of the world and equipped 
with the resources of sc ience  ,having many able workers who everywhere 
find acceptance for thei r  fa l se  doctrines and their fa lse  union, and they 
push their boundaries ever  farther and farther among both the Christ ians 
and the heathen. 

Among a l l  these  s e c t s  there s tands  the church that  bears  the name 
Evangelical Lutheran; bu t ,  a l a s !  not a s  a blossoming rose among the 
thorns. Indeed,  there are s t i l l  millions that  ca l l  themselves Lutherans. 
But a l a s !  What ha s  i t  come t o ?  Most of their churches are taken over 
by such who re ject  her pure doctr ine ,  even  such who are declared 
enemies of Christ.  Therefore, from many of her pulpits heathenish 
morality sounds forth instead of the  pure Word of God, and in a great  
number of i t s  many schools  the children are given the poison of unbelief 
instead of the pure milk of the Gospel ,  Her glorious Confessions l i e  
e i ther  antiquated and rotted in  the dus t  or are opposed publicly by her 
own teachers  a s  a n  intolerable human yoke,  or are misinterpreted a s  
dangerous errors by those  who presume to  be her most faithful confessors .  
Therefore, our Lutheran Church has  become almost everywhere like a garden 
whose fences  have been broken down and whose fruit t rees  every fool now 
c a n  rob and whose flower-beds every animal may trample down and uproot. 
We must complain about our Lutheran Zion a s  Isa iah once complained about 
the Zion of the Israel i tes :  I sa iah  1 ,  8 , 9 ,  

Yes, the  Lord h a s  lef t  u s  a l i t t le  remnant. But how divided! How 
lacking in  knowledge ! How poor in resources ! How covered with shame 
and offence! She l i e s  in the dus t  and her enemies triumph over her. 

And should we still have hope for the Church of the future ? Yes ! 
We must have hope. Either the day  of her glorification is a t  hand -- the 
l a s t  Day; or God will  r a i se  His Church out of the dus t ,  Let u s  do  a s  
David s a y s  in  the text: Vv. lob-12, 



Go with me now in spir i t  for awhile rnto the period before the Reform- 
a t i  on ,  the memory of which we celebrate today,  Did i t  look more hopeful 
t o  human eyes  then than now? Certainly not. If there ever  was  a time in  
which i t  appeared that  the ga t e s  of he l l ,  contrary t o  Chris t ' s  promise, had 
overcome the church,  certainly ir: was then,  By the help of Satan and by 
human cunning and power the antichrlst  had ,  l i t t le  by l i t t l e ,  built a n  ever  
stronger throne for himself a t  Rome, the capi ta l  of the world, under the 
t i t le  of pope or the head bishop of all Christendom, claiming t o  be the suc-  
ce s so r  of Peter and the vicar of Christ ,  From there he ruled almost a l l  
Christendom, forbade the reading of the Bible, and with the help  of count- 
l e s s  b i shops ,  priests  and monks,  he brought in a terrfble chaos  of anti- 
chr is t ian  doctrine,  changed the inst i tut ions of Christ  and put in their place 
h i s  own inventions, Alongside of th i s  there ruled gross  unbelief ,  naturalism 
and atheism secret ly ,  and sometimes a l s o  openly a t  the papal court and 
espec ia l ly  among the so-called higher spiri tuals (Geistlichkeit) . Among 
others ,  Pope Leo X, who had put Luther under the ban on account of h i s  
al leged heres ies ,  said t o  one of h i s  cardinals even  a s  h e ,  the pope,  l ay  
on h i s  death-bed: "0 how much th i s  fable concerning Christ  has  fetched 
us !  " Another "enie, a t  a disputation between two philosophers who were 
disputing concerning the immortality of the sou l ,  this  same pope declared 
that  he agreed with the one who denied the immorality of the soul because  
that  gave him more courage,  In 1522, a cer ta in  J', Faber,  who la ter  became 
bishop at Vienna, debated publicly in  the c i ty  of Zurich on the theme: That 
one could l ive real  peacefully and contentedly even i f  there were no Gospel 
in the world. When the spiri tuals were of th is  frame of mind, the poor 
people naturally heard nothing and knew nothing of the Gospel.  In the pulpit 
they preached hardly anything but laughable legends about the sa in t s .  And, 
many preachers who wanted to  count for something presented the moral philo- 
sophy of the heathen philosopher Aristotle instead of the  gospels  and 
ep i s t l e s .  A s  the doctrine w a s ,  s o  a l s o  was  the life. Pope, bishops and 
pr ies ts  lived in a l l  sor ts  of sensua l  v i c e s ,  namely, in  greed after  money 
and unchast i ty ,  and the people followed their shepherds in  their  more than 
heathenish ignorance, s o  that  even Bellarmine, a famous papal cardinal and 
chief defender of the papacy,  writes: "Some years  previous t o  the arising 
of the Lutheran and Calvinist ic heres ies  there was  no rigor in the spiritual 
cour t s ,  no discipline in regards t o  cus toms ,  no knowledge of sacred th ings ,  
no reverence of divine things; hardly was there anything left  of religion, " 

But what made i t  s o  very bad ,  much worse than in  our d a y ,  was  the 
fact  tha t  it was s o  difficult t o  find the truth. Not only was the Bible a t  
that  time a c losed and sea led  book for the people; but a l s o  in  those times 
there were not a s  ye t  Luther" glorious confess ions  of faith and those  of 
other men of God, writings which we now pos se s s  and from which everyone 
may quickly come to  a knowledge of the truth, And i f  one did find the truth 
by God's  gracious guidance i t  was  dangerous to confess  i t ,  The papal power 
had reached i t s  zenith a t  that  time and had overcome even i t s  most dangerous 



enemy, the councils , ,  Nearly a l l  rulers in Chrsstend-om a t  that  time were 
ready,  a t  the s l ightes t  behes t  of the antichrist ian bishop at Rome, t o  
s i lence by force any one that d a r e d  t o  speak or write against  the pope 
and h i s  abomina"cons, a n d ,  when ~t was  considered w i s e ,  even to  put 
them to  death ,  The temple of the church of Christ  bad become, before 
the eyes  of men,  the  kingdom c~f antichrrst and thus a den  of murderers 
in  which the souls  of thousands a ~ d  m l l l i a n s  were murdered and s en t  t o  
he l l ,  

At that  time i t c e r t a in ly  would not h a v e  been strange i f  the Christians 
had sa id  with David: Ps,  7 7 ,  7-9, 1: looked as though God had forgotten 
His promises, 

But what happened? On Q c ~ o b e r  31, 1517, Luther posted the 95 Theses.  
They conrained only some sparks  of divine truths. But they were spread 
in  a l l  directions and they kindled a f ire.  And already 13 years  l a te r ,  in 
1530, the power of the papcy was broken, whole l a n d s  were enlightened 
with the l i g h t o f  the Gospe l ,  and many princes were along in confessing 
the Apostolic doctrine a t  Ailgsburg; and many were delivered from the 
tyranny of human doctrines and churches were es tabl ished which possessed  
the pure doctrine,  

Here we have irrefutable proof for it:  The Church of Christ  is a 
sun  before which the  world and hel l  rnay bring thick c louds ,  s o  that  i t  
looks a s  though the l ight  h a s  gone our; but God speaks  a word, and 
quickly the  clouds are banished.  and 'the Church shines  again in i t s  
full heavenly glow. It is l ike  d golden c i ty  that a t  times may be s o  
covered with the rus t  of humcin doctrine and the rubbish of unbelief and 
error that  i t  may seem to  have disappeared from the  ear th ,  But God ra i ses  
up  another worker and soon the golden city i s  uncovered and c l eansed ,  
and millions again enter  rhrough her g a t e s ,  drawn by her bri l l iant ,  heavenly 
splendor, 

So we shal l  have hope that  God will  again cause  our Church to 
blossom, Let u s  not lose  courage an account s f  the present fa l se  doctrines.  
God can  send a n  angel  t o  roll away the stone from the grave and prepare 
a glorious Easter fes t ival  for our Church, 

Let us now see what we must d o  in ~ r d e i -  to be instruments of the 
Lord in bringing th is  about,  

What did Luther d o ?  Did he formulate some clever  plan by which t o  



overthrow the ant ichr is t ,  g e t  the princes on h i s  s i d e ,  and g e t  the people to  
forsake their priests  ? Aand did he then afterwards put th is  carefully laid 
plan in to  operation? No! He preached the Word, He says :  "All I have 
done is t o  s e t  forth the Word, preach i t  and write it;  otherwise I have done 
nothing further. That same Word has  accomplished s o  much while I s l ep t  
or was  otherwise occupied,  that  the papacy has  become s o  weak and impotent 
such a s  no prince or kaiser  heretofore has  been able  t o  make i t .  I have not 
done it: the Word a lone ,  preached and written by me,  has  accomplished this .  " 
(Op. 2 0 , 2 3 .24)  Luther would here by tesrify that he  never had in mind to 
want t o  reform the Church; God alone had done that  through the Word which 
Luther was  coerced to  confess ,  

Thus i t  was  indeed, Luther preached the Word without fear or favor. 
He did not a s k  what would follow upon his  confession,  For him it was 
sufficient  that  he  did not deny the truth; then he l e t  God take over, When 
Melanchthon was  worried Luther wrote t o  him: "I know our cause  is right 
and t rue ,  and w h a t i s  more, tha t  it is God's  very own c a u s e ,  Therefore, I 
am almost l ike a n  idle on-looker, If we fa l l ,  then Christ  f a l l s  with us .  
Christ  h a s  indeed died for s i n  once; but for r ighteousness and .truth He will 
not d i e ,  but He l ives  and rules ,  If "cat is t rue ,  why do  we worry about the 
truth s ince  He rules?  " 

Luther would not depart  one iota from the Word. Often the whole Pro- 
t es tan t  Church was in danger of being overthrown by the enemy, and it 
appeared a s  though giving in on one point or another would turn away the 
danger and bring peace.  How important i t  appeared to  be  that  Luther should 
give in  to the fa l se  teaching of Zwingli in the doctrine of the Lord's Supper, 
Then there could be common batt le against  a common foe.  Even friends of the  
Gospel asked Luther t o  give in ,  But Luther would rather d ie  than give in. 
He said:  "We would l ike t o  have peace ,  .~.f only we do  not lose  the peace with 
God which Christ  has  won for u s ,  Where Christ  keeps that  which is His , 
we will  gladly for His sake lose  what is ours, " Again: "The doctrine is 
not ours ,  but i t  is God's  and He has  cal led u s  only t o  be  s l aves  and servants  
of i t .  Therehre  we neither should nor can  give up the smal les t  t i t t le  or 
let ter  of i t .  " 

In th is  way Luther was  the instrument in  God" handss. And, i f  we are 
t o  be  God" instruments we must d o  l ikewise ,  

F i r s t ,  we must allow ourselves to  be filled with the l ight  of God 's  
Word; we must experience that  the Word is the power of God t o  s ave  a l l  
that  bel ieve.  Then we shal l  confess  with our mouth tha t  which burns a s  
a fire i n  our heart ,  

But we are often tempted to  give up something of the pure teaching,  
too. Also now i t  would appear to  be salutary f o r  the church i f  we would 



give up something of God" Word in order not t o  offend some. But l e t  US 

remember that  the work is not a human work, but God 's .  Here we are not 
t o  a s k  what reason would dic ta te  or what our own heart  advises .  The 
only thing t o  d o  is to  confess  God 's  Word and cling s teadfas t ly  t o  it. 
Men may c a s t  out  our name a s  disturbers of the peace ,  but God will 
acknowledge u s  a s  His faithful ones  and b less  our fai thfulness -- 
i t  may be in a n  invisible manner here ,  but hereafter in glory, 

"The Word they s t i l l  shal l  let remain, I '  e t c  . Hymnal 2 6 2 ,  4 .  

Submitted by A ,  M e  Harstad 

A BIGOT TO LAXNESS 

Today i t  is very much the thing t o  ins i s t  tha t  no matter what the 
church 's  confess ion might b e ,  the individual must not be  held to  i t  s ince  
that  would curb ,  i f  not h i s  freedom in Chris t ,  a t  l e a s t  h i s  academic 
freedom and h i s  freedon? t o  pursue truth, In support of this  view someone 
said  that  the church sorely needs  a "Theology of Criticism. " A few years 
ago  (195 9) , when a cer ta in  Lutheran church tried t o  restore some semblance 
of doctrinal discipline within i t s  midst by means of its "Resolution Nine. " 
a magazine (Dialog, Spring 1962) declared that thereby this  synod had 
"bestowed on itself virtual infall ibi l i ty,  not only regarding i t s  pas t  
record,  but  a l s o  regarding i t s  future declarations.  " 

When,  in the face  of t he se  and sirriliar cr i t ic isms,  th is  synod 
reversed its theological f ield by  repealing Resolution Nine,  i t s  own 
official organ jumped on the popular bandwagon with i t s  now famous 
edi tor ia l ,  "Turning Point. " I t  rejoiced not only in  the conviction that  
the "Cleveland convention had repudiated the legal is t ic  t ac t i cs  of a 
t iny segment which had troubled synod re lent less ly  for decades ,  " but 
i t  was  espec ia l ly  jubilant in the  belief that  men "capable of making 
creat ive  contributions t o  the church" would no longer be  "stifled by the 
knowledge that  their work would undergo a scrut  iny bent on exposing them 
a s  heret ics  or subversives , " 

All of these  recent events  and pronouncements turned our mind t o  
some observations made one hundred and ninety years  ago by Dr. Samuel 
Johnson of dictionary fame and an intel lectual  of no mean stature . In 



August 1773, Dr, Johnson, together with his biographer, James Bswel l  made a 
walking tour of Scotland and the Hebrides, Arriving a t  the Village Cawdor 
(remember Macbeth?) a s  gues t s  of the local  pastor of the Cawdor Manse ,  
they met several  prominent men, one of whom was  Mr. Macauley , (granduncle 
of Lord Macaulay) who had some rather decided opinions regarding theology, 

But l e t  Boswell tel l  it: "Macaulay began a rhapsody against  creeds and 
confess ions .  Mr. Johnson showed clearly that  what he called was 
only a voluntary declaration of agreement in  certain ar t ic les  of faith which 
a Church had a right t o  require,  gust a s  any other socie ty  can  i n s i s t o n  certain 
rules being observed by i t s  members, No body i s  compelled to  be of the Church 
a s  nobody is compelled to enter  into a socie ty ,  This was  a very c lea r  and a 
very gust view of the subject ,  But poor Macaulay not be  driven from 
h is  track,  Mr, Johnson s a i d ,  well that  he  was  a o laxnes s o  

Those churches whose members are  suffering from theological. prsfes sors  
who teach directly contrary t o  the hnstoric creeds  of their church and yet  
i n s i s t  on remaining in  these  voluntary associa t ions  at  a fairly respectable sa la ry ,  
ought t o  follow the tack of Dr,  Johnson and point out where the bigotry ~ e a l l y  
l i e s ;  i t  is a 

This ,  however, may not d o  much good; one regrets t o  report that  on, the 
day  after  the evening conversations gust recorded, Boswell s t i l l  speaks  of 
Macaulayk  "invincible adherence TO h i s  notions against  creeds  and confess ions ,  " 

IN THE NEWS 

Mankato,  Minne sota--Representative s of the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches , the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Free Church of Finland, and the Church of the Evangelical Lutheran Confession 
of Germany met a t  Bethany Luxheran College and Seminary, August 19-23, The 
purpose of th is  meeting was to  d i s c u s s ,  on the ba s i s  of a number of questions 
drawn up by a subcommittee after  a sirrlilar conference a t  Mequon, Wisconsan 
l a s t  year ,  the doctrines of the Church, the  Ministry, and Church Fellowship, 

There was  full agreement expressed on what const i tu tes  the Una S a ~ c t a ,  
but not on the usual  questions of divlne and human institution for the various 
forms in  which the Church is manifest on earth,  There a l s o  seemed to  be 
substant ia l  agreement on the doctrine of the Ministry, 



What can  be regarded a s  a n  accomplishment of some significance was 
the adoption,  by the group, of a definition of Church Fellowship -- "Church 
Fellows hip in the external s e n s e  (Kirchengemeinschaft , Glaubensbrueder- 
l iche Gemainschaft) es sent ia l ly  cons i s t s  i n  the mutual acknowledgment and 
recognition of Christ ians ( individuals,  congregations,  church bodies) a s  
brethren in the fa i th ,  This mutual acknowledgment and recognition may 
designate  a s ta tus  ( i  e a s  being in  church fellowship) or i t  may designate 
act iv i t ies  (i. e , al tar  fel lowship,  pulpit fel lowship,  prayer fellowship, 
joint mission work, etc . ) . True, God-pleasing church fellowship i s  present 
or practised only when those involved are in doctrinal and confessional  
agreement, leaving no room for any deviation from the pure Word of God. " 

An extra fea ture  during th i s  conference of theologians was  a rather 
extensive  report on the LWF assembly a t  Helsinki by Dr. C1. Hoopmann , 
President of the Evangelical Lurheran Church of Austral ia,  who had just  
come from Finland, 

Helsinki--(Though our Synod had no spec ia l  observer a t  the 
Lutheran World Federation meeting in Hels inki ,  
a number of reports have been received re this  
widely publicized Lutheran gathering. The report 
following has  been received directly from A. Aijal 
Uppala (Wedelius) , head of the Ev. Lutheran Free 
Church of Finland, who was  well able t o  a s s e s s  
the assembly i tself  a s  well  a s  the publicity 
accorded i t .  ) 

There w a s  a ges ture  of self defense  noted in that  i t  was  s t a t ed ,  
"All the churches of the LWF have the same confess ion (in the Constitution 
-- de  jure) -- only the theology differs. " . . . Now it  has  come s o  far  
that  not  only the theologians personally,  but a l s o  the union of churches 
(LWF) want openly t o  demonstrate the other brand of their  confession and 
theology. 

The Doctrine of P u s t i f i c a t i o ~  

This was  the main theme of the general assembly.  Actually not 
the  doctrine but the concept "Justif ication" . . . The consideration of 
th i s  theme did not proceed from Holy Scripture but from rationalization. 
The following questions were treated: 1) Reformation -- the corning t o  
terms with the Roman Church (it  was  s ta ted that one could not today label  
the  Roman Church a s  publicly f a l s e ,  unscriptural and unevangelical) ; 2 )  Dev- 
elopment of literary and his tor ical  treatment of Scripture; 3) the erosion 



of theological concepts in our time: 4) a change in the climate of our culture,  

The whole business  was  a pratttlicg or conversation on th i s  theme. They 
spoke of i t  in  the group d i scuss ions ,  And Bishop Lilje, with some co l leagues ,  
made a summary of these  d i scuss ions ,  It was  no theological declaration and 
was not t o  be  adopted but only received.  Although the summation did not 
appear in present-day terminology but s a u g h t t o  preserve the old concep ts ,  
i t  even  after  a lively d i scuss i sn  was  r7ot received but referred t o  the new 
Theological Cornmis sion.  

Professor G. Gloege (Evangelical,  ~hxneland)  gave the chief report on 
th is  theme,  in which he main-tained: Here the church s tands  in  a triple dilemna: 
1) Dogmatic formulation-- Paul and Luther expressed their  personal under- 
standing in a justification-doctrine. "Fe life of the Gospel becam& rigid in 
dead doctrine,  2) Individualization -- it should not be "God and I "  buttGod 
and the world, " Every private interpretation of justification means misunder- 
standing. 3) Spiritualization -- "The narrowing of the real  justification 
process to  the spiritual sphere of piety disavows the world-goal of the comang 
royal reign, " "The message s f  the conquering righteousness of God wds laid 
in the coffin of 'doctrine" ." I n  conclusion he  sa id:  

"Once more, for a l a s t  time: God does  not despair  of the world, God 
despairs  neither of mankind nor of the church,  God believes in u s ,  Where 
we were t o  delight  in  th i s  faith of God in u s  the early l ight  of God" grace 
would dawn for u s ,  Our life would be f resh ,  a s  if  we stood in the morning 
of time. " 

The largest  Finnish dai ly  paper (Helsingin Sanomat) , in  i t s  lead 
a r t i c le ,  wrote of th i s  general  assembly:  "That one did not ge t  a consensus  
on justification accepted showed -- s o  many representatives thought -- 
in a healthy way that  the formulations and definitions of the 17th century are 
no longer applicable in the new ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  and theological si tuation,  In 
the sphere of the Lutheran Church one s e e s  that  the old formulae have d i s -  
integrated and that  people are not  united on the  new (cp. Kotimaa 13.8.1963) " 

Under the heading "The Essence of the LWF -- Church or not Church" 
we can  say  that  Dr, C l ,  Nelson 's  presentation "The one Church and the 
Lutheran Church" was  the most appreciated report. He received the most 
and longest  applause .  The presentation expressed the views and wishes  
of the general  assembly.  In the f i rs t  part h e  rightly pointed out that  one 
does  not willingly u se  the  word "Church" beyond the sphere of an  ordinary 
church denomination, . . Then he  came to  the particular quest ion,  whether the 
LWF were a church or not, If the LWF is not a church,  one should examine 
theologically the churches t o  which we belong. If the LWF is a church 
many questions should be answered . . . Dr, Nelson maintained that  the 



Lutherans of the LWF "are persuaded to  think of the church in world-wide 
terms. " 

Without being organized a s  a synod-conference the LWF is e o  ipso a 
church federation. This churchliness was emphasized through brief 
amendments to  the Constitution, 

Before the full assembly the general secretary of the LWF, Dr. Kurt 
Schmidt-Clausen declared in a n  interview ("Kotimaa" , 17.5.1963). . . 
"that the LWF is not only a world-wide all iance,  but i t  is a spiritual and 
ecumenical movement. The Lutheran Churches are truly one church, one 
family, and one body. " (Emphasis by correspondent) 

The general assembly quietly made a minor addition to  the confess- 
ional paragraphs (I1 Art.) in that i t  included the 3 primitive church con- 
fes sions . In practice this  means nothing, a s  the nominal confessions 
(The Augustana and the Small Catechism) have been given the same 
innocuous treatment. The news release noted that these ancient church 
confessions are confessed a l s o  by the Roman and Greek Catholic Churches. 
A Bultmann can  s t i l l  belong t o  a member church a s  undisturbed a s  before. 
Doctrinal latitude is quite common in member churches. 

Again t o  Dr. Nelson: In these  ecumenical endeavors, said h e ,  
the Lutheran Church should,  according to  Phil. 2 , 5 -11, be ready t o  
promote the modern ecumenical goal to  the death -- t o  the death of the 
true Lutheran church. And the general assembly showed the greatest  
and most heartfelt approval. Dr. Nelson a l so  said that now one had in 
Helsinki learned where the church of Christ is (the where underscored by 
Dr. Nelson). We could not explain this  in any other way but that the 
"where " pertained t o  the ecumenical movement. 

This appraisal of the Fourth General Assembly of the 
Lutheran World Federation is underscored by two other 
independent reports which we have had occasion to  
receive. Of one thing especial ly  were we cautioned 
-- we were not t o  think a s  much progress had been made 
in  Helsinki a s  the large delgation from the Lutheran Church 
- Missouri Synod had been inclined to  think and a l so  
reported in its official periodical. 




